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The neceſſity of Love unto, and. Confidence in one 

another, x-order to withſtand the Deſigns of their 
Common Enemies, laid open and enforced. 


Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, is brought to deſolation; and every 
TIES Goided and is Hf Pa not ſtand, Matth. xii.25. 


— —— _ 


—_— 


Dum pugnant ſinguli, univerſi Vincuntur. 
; Tac. 
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T is long (ince the Court of Englend, under the Authority of the fate Kingand his , 
Brather, was embarked in a of ſubverting the Proteſtant Religmn,” and of 
introducin Ta aipray tt Aj For the two Royal Brothers being in the time, 
of their Exile ſeduced by the Careſſes and rtunities of their Mother, aſtured bythe 
promiſes and favours of Popiſh Princes, and being wheedled by the Crafts and Arts of 
Priefts and Jeſuits, who are cunning to __ and knew bow to prevail upon perſons, 
that were but weakly eſtabliſhed in the DoCtrine, and wholly flrangers tothe praftice 
and power of the Religion they were tempted from ; they not anly abjured the Re- 
formed Retigion, and became reconciled to the Charch of Raxe, but by their exam- 
ple, and the influence which, they had over thoſe that depended upon them both for 
ſubliſtence and future they drew many that accampanied them in their 

iſhment, to renounce the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Communion of the Chur.h af 
England, though in the War between Charles I. and the Parliament, they had pre- 
tended to fight for them in equal conjunCtion with the Prerogatives of the Crown. 
So that upon the Reſtoration in the year 1660. they were not only moulded and pre- 
pared themſelves for promoting the deſires of the Pope and his rics, but they 
were furniſhed with a ſtock of Gentlemen out of whom they might have a ſupply of 
In{trumrnts both in Parliament and elſewhere, to cooperate with, and under them, in 
the methods that ſhould be judged moſt proper and ſubſcrvient to the extirpation of 
Proteftancy, and the bringing the Nation again into a ſervitude to the Triple Crown. 
And beſides the Obligations, that the Principles of the Religion to which they had re- 
vol:ed, laid ther under for eradicating the Eſtabliſhed Doctrine and Worſhip, they 
had bound themſelves unto it, by all the promiſes and Oaths, which perſons are capa- 
ble of having proſcribed unto and exaCted of them. 

Nor can any Now disbelieve his late Majeſties having lived and died a Payiſt, who 
hath either heard what he both ſaid and did, when under the proſpect of approaching 
death, and paſt hope of Acting a Part ay longer on the preſent Stage, or who have 
ſeen and read the two Papersleft in his Cloſet, which have been {ince publiſhed to the 
World, and atteſted for Authentick by the preſent King. And had we been fo juſt to 
our ſelves, as to have examined the whole courſe of his Reign, both in his Alliances 
abroad, and his moſt important Counſels and Actions at bome, or had we hearkned 
to the reports of thoſe who knew him at Collen and in Flanders, we had been long 
ago convinced of what Religion he was. Nor were his ovany repeated proteſtations of 
his Zeal for Proteſtancy, but in order to delude the Nation, till inſenſibly as to us, 
and with ſafety tohimſelt, he had overturned the Religion which he pretended to own, 
and had introduced that which he inveighed againſt. And while with the bighelt af- 
ſeverations he diſclaimed the being what he really was, and with molt ſacred and tre- 
mendous Oaths profeſſed the being what he was not, bis Religion might in the mean 
tume have been traced through all the ſignal occurrences of his Government, and have 
been diſcerned written in Capital Letters, through all the material affairs wherein he 
was engaged from the day he aſcended the Throne, till the hour he left the Wo: 1d. 
His entring into two Wars againſt the Duzch, without any provocation on their part, 
or on his, fave their being a Proteſtant State ; his being not only conſcious w- 
to, but enterpoling his con as well as encouragements, for the burning of 
London; his concurrence in all the parts of the Popiſh Plot, except that which the 
Jeſuits, with a few others, were involves in againſt bimſelf ; bis {tfling that Conlji- 
racy, and delivering the Roman Catholicks from the dangers into which it had caſt 
them ; his being the Author of ſo many forged __ which he cauſed to be charged 
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carried on againſt them for their extirpation ; his entail- 
ing the Duke of ork upon the Nation, contrary to the defires and endeavours of 
three ſeveral Parliaments, and that not out of love to his Perſon, but affection to Po- 
pery, which he knew that Gentleman would introduce andeſtabliſh : all theſe, beſides 
many other things which might be named, were ſufficient evidences of the late Kings 
Religion, and of the deſign he was ingagedin ſor the Subverſion of qurs. So that it 
would fill a ſober perſon with amazement, to think that after all this there ſhoul4! be 
ſo _ fincere Proteſtants and true Eng/:ſi»men, who not only believed the late King 
to be of the Reformed Religion, but with an inſatiableneſs thirſted after the blood oi 
thoſe that durſt otherwiſe repreſent him. And had it nit been for his receiving Ab- 
ſolution and Extreme UnCtion from a Popiſh Prieſt at hus death, and for what he left 
in Writing in the two Papers found in his Srrong Box, he would have (till patied for a 
Prince who had lived and died a Cordial and Zealous Proteſtant, and whoſoever had 
muttered any thing to the contrary, would have been brand&d for a Villain and an 
execrable perſon. But with what a ſcent and odour ifhult it recommend his memory to 
them, to conſider his having not only lived and died in the Communion of the Church 
of Rome, in contradiction to all his publick Specches, ſolemn Declarations and high- 
eft Aﬀeverations to his people in Parhament, but his participating from time to time 
of the Sacrament, as Admuniſtred in the Church of England, while in the interim he 
had Abjured our Religion, {09d reconciled to the Church of Rome, and had obliged 
himſelf by moſt ſacred Vows and was endeavouring by all the Frauds and Arts imagi- 
nable to ſubvert the Eſtabliſhed Doctrine and Worſhip, and ſet up Herefie and Idolatry 
in their room. And it muſt needs give them an abhorrent Idea and Character of Po- 
pery, and a loathſom repreſentation of thoſe truſted with the Conduct and Gaidance 
of the ey of Men in the Roman Communion, that they ſhould not only 
Diſpence'With, and indulge ſuch Crimes and Villanies, but proclaim them fanCtified 
aru] meritorious from the end which they are calculated for, and levelled at. 
/ And for his dear Brother, and renowned Succeſſor, who now poſſefleth the Throne, 
I ſuppoſe his moſt partial Admirers, who took him for a Prince, not only merci 


__fal in his Temper, and imbytd with all gracious inclinations to our Laws, and the 


Rights of the Subject, but for 6ne Orthodox in his Religion, and who would prove 
2 Zealous Defender of the Dofrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline of the Church as Eſta- 
bliſhed by Law ; are by this time both undeceived, and filled with reſentments for 
1s havi credulity, deceived their exſpeCtations, and reproached all 
their gloryings and boaſtings of him. For as it would be now the greateſt afiront 
they could upon the King, to queſtion his being of the Reman Communion, 
to from his Zeal for the introduction of Popery, notwithitanding his own 
force for the preſervation 
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it was many years concealed, and the contrary pretended and dif- 
: yet it is molt certain that he Abjured the * Proteſtant Religion, ſoon 
the Exilement of the Royal Family, and was reconciled to the Romiſb Church 
ng - on Nor nay Board of k.. then one A —_ and 
ignorant of this, though neither t nor Courage to give 
Gn ee fi And within five years there was in 
cuſtody of a very worthy and honeſt Gentleman, a Letter written to the late 

; by a Dr. of Divinity, then attending upon the Royal Brothers, —_— 
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(5) 
the Apoſtacy of the then - Duke of Tork to the Sea of Reme is particularly related, 
and an account given how much the Ducheſs of Tremoril/e ( who without bring 
her ſelf obſerved) had heard the Queen Mother glorying ot it, bewailed it as a 
diſhonor to the Royal ily, and as that which might prove of pernicious conſe- 
quence to the Proteſtant Interelt. But tho the old privately rejoice and tri- 
umphed init, yet ſhe knew too well what diſadvantage it might be both to her Son, 
and tothe Papal Cauſe in Great Britain, to have it at that ſeaſon communicated and 
divu > it remained a Secret for many years,and by vertue of a D.ſpenſa- 
tion, he ſometimes joyned in all Ordmances with of the Proteſtant Communion. 
But for allthe art, hypocrifie and facrilege, by which it was endeavoured to be con- 
cealed, it might have been eaſily diſcerned, as manifeſting it (elf in tlie whole courſe 
of his Ations. And at laſt his own zeal, the importunity of the Prieſts, and the 
cunning of the late King, prevailing over Reaſons of State, he withdrew from all 
Acts of Fellowſhip with the Charch of Eng/and. But neither that, nor his refulirg 
the Teſt enjoyned by L aw for diltinguiſhing Papiſts. from Proteſtants, tho thereupon 
he was forced both to relign'his Office of Lord High Admiral, and to ſtand exclu- 
ded oo the Houſe of Lords; nor his declining the _ —_—_ a of Scot 
{and for the ſecuring a Proteſt vernor, enjoyn to be taken by the High Com- 
millioner ; nor yet fo I having endeavoured to get him excluled 
from Succeion to the Crown,upon the account of having revolted to the Sea of Rome, 
and thereby become erous to the eſtabliſhed Religion, could make impreflion 
upon a willfully del and obſtinate ſort of Proteſtants, but in defiance of all 
means of Conviction, would perſuade themſelves, that he was ftill a zealot for 
our Religion, and a grand Patriot of the Church of Fn, = Nor could any thing 
undeceive them, till u--on his Brothers death he had openly declared himſelf a Roman Ca- 
tholick, and afterwards in the fumes and raptures of his victory over the late Duke of 
Monmouth,had diſcovered and prodaimed his intentions of overthrowing both our Re- 
ligion and our Laws. Yea,ſo cloſely had ſome ſealed up their Eyes againlt all Beams of 
Light, and hardened themſelves againſt all evidences from Reaſon and Fat, that had' 
it pleaſed the Almighty God to ori (oa mane the Duke of Monmouth's Arms in the 
Summer $5. the King have gone off the Stage, with the reputation 
among them of a Prince tender of the Laws of the Kingdom, and who notwith- 
ſtanding his own being a Papiſt, would have preſerved the Reformed Religion, and 
have maintained the Church of England in all her Grandeur and Rights. And tho 
his whole life had been but one continued Conſpiracy againſt our Civil Liberties and 
Privileges, he had left the Throne with the Charatter and under the Eſteem of a 
Gentleman, that in the whole courſe of his Government would have regul:ited him« 
ſelf by the Rules of the Conſtitution, and the Statutes of the Realm. 

Now among all the Met fallen upon by the Royal Brothers, for the under- 
mining and ſubverting ou Religion and Laws, there is none that they ive purſued 
with more ardor, and wherein they have been more ſuccesful to the compiling of 
their deſigns, than in their dividing Proteſtants, and alienating their Ate tions, 
and imbittering their Minds from and againſt one another. And h1d not tius lain 
under their proſpect, and the means of effeCting it appeared eafie, they might have 
been Papiſts themſelves, while in the mean time they had been diſpenſed with to pro- 
telt and ſwear their being of the Reformed Religion, and they might have envied 
our Liberties, and bewailed their Reſtriction from Arbi:rary and Defpotical 
Power ; but they never durſt have entertained a thougit of ſubverting the eſtabliſhed 
Religion, or of altering the Civil Government, nor would evcr have had the bol- 
nels to have attempted the introducing and ereCting Popery and Tyranny in their ay 
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And whoſoever ſhould have put them ppon redncing the Nation to the Church of 

Rome, or upon rendring the Monarchy unhmrted and independent on the Law, 'wauid 

have been thought to have laid a ſnare for expoſtng the Pagyits to greater feveritics, 

than they were obnoxious unto before, and to have projefted the robbing the Crawn 

of the Prerogatives which belong unto it by the Rules of the Conſtitution, ahd to 

which it was wo reftored. And the deſpair of ſucceeding, would have rendred 
© 


the Royal Brothers deaf to all importunities from Romrſh Emillaries, and Court Mini- 
ons. Neither the promiſes and Oaths which they made and taken beyond Sea 
to introduce Popery, nor their ambitjon to advance themſelves beyond the reftraint of 
Laws, ard the Controll of Partiaments, would have prevailed upon them to have en- 
countred the hazards and difficulties, which in caſe of the Union of Engliſh Prote- 
{tants, mult have Mtended and enſued upon attempts and endeavours of the one kind 
and uf the other. Or ſhould their beloved Popery, and their own biggottedue's in the 
Romiſh Superitition, have ſo far tranſported them beyond the of wiſdom and 
diſcretion, as to have appeared with an intention of Subverting the Prote» 
itant Religion, and of enſlaving the Nation to the Superſtition and Idolatry of Rome, 
they would have been made ſoon to underftand. That the Laws which make it Trea- 
ſon to own the juriſdiction of the Pope, or to ſeduce the meanett ſubject to the 
Church of Rome, were not enacted iff vain, and that thoſe as well as many more made 
for the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Religion, and to prevent the growth and introducti- 
on of Popery, were not to be daflicd and plaid withal. Or ſhould they have been (6 
far infatuated and abandoned of all underttanding, as out of a fooliſh and haughty 
affectation of being Ablolute, to have attem the alteration of the Civil Goveri;= 
ment, they would have been immedutely unanimouſly told, that the people have 
the ſame Right to their Liberties,that the King hath to the Prerogatives of the Crown. 
And if they would not have been cont with what belongs unto the Prince by 
the Common and Statute Laws of the Realm, btt had invaded the — re- 
ſerved unto the Subjet : they would have been made to know, that they might not 
only be withitood in what they trove to Uſurp contrary to Magna Charta, Perits- 
on of Right, and other Laws of the Kingdom, but that thereby forfeited, and 
might be difſcized of what either appertained unto the Crown q al A- 
greements, or hath been ſince ſettled upon the Monarch by Statute Laws. Nor could 
any thing have emboldned his late Majeſty and the preſent King, to enterpriſes of the 
one kind orthe other, but the proſpe& of begetting a miſunderſtanding, j:aloutie, 
and rancour among Proteſtants, and thereby both of making them in{trumental to 
the ruin of one another, and contributary to the loſs of Engizſb Liberty and the 
Reformed Religion, which they equally value and efteem, and to the ſetting up 
Popery and Tyranny, which the one deteſteth and abhorreth no leſs than the 
other. 


Though all Eng/zſb Proteſtants have ever been at an accord in all the Eſſentials 
and Vitals of Religion, yet from the very beginning of the Reformation, there have 
been differences among them concerning Eccleſiaſtical Government and Diſcipline, 
and about Forms, Rites, and Ceremonies of Worſhip- And had they conſulted ei- 
ther their Duty to God, or the common intereſt of Retigion, they might have 
found ways cither for removing the occaſions of them, or they ought to have lived 
together as Brethren, notwithſtanding the differences which were them in 
thoſe things. But how much wiſer are the Children of this World, than thoſe of the 
Kingdom of God and of Jeſus Chriſt. For though the differences amon the Pa- 
pilts do far exceed ours, both in their number and in the tmportancy of thoſe things 
wherein they diſagree, yet they do mutually tolerate and bear with one another. The 
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matters wherein they differ, are neither made the Terms of their Church Communi- 
on, nor the grounds of mutual Excommunications and Perſecutions. 

But alas ! one party among us hath been always endeavouring to cut or ſtretch 0- 
thers to their own fize, and have made thoſe thinfs which themſelves ſtile indiffe- 
rent, both the lfications for admiſion to the Paſtoral Office, and the conditions 
of Pellowſhip in the Ordinances of the Goſpel., Nor is it to be expreſſed, whit ad- 
vantages were hereby adminiſtred all along to the Common Enemy, and what Suffer- 
ings Peaceable and Orthodox Chriſtians were expoſed unto from their peeviſh and an- 
gry Brethren. And tho theſe things, with the heats begotten among all, and the Ca- 
lamities undergone by one fide, were not the cauſe of that funeſtous War betwixt 
Charles the F inſt, and the Parliament, yet they were an occafion of diverting thouſands 
from the fide which the urch Men efpouſed, and of engaging them in 
the beh..If of the two Houſes, m the Quarrel which they begun and carried on againſt 
that Prince, for Defence of the Civil Liberties, Privileges, and Rights of the 
People. But ſome of the Mitred Clergy were fo far from being made wiſe by their 
own and the Nations Suffermgs, as upon their Reſtoration to hearken to moderate 
Counſels, and to decline thei former Rigors and Severitics, that they became the 
Tools and Inftrumentsof the Court, not only far reviving, but for heightning and 
enflaming all the Differences, which had formerly been among Engliſh Protettants. 
For the Royal Brothers finding nothing more and ſubſervient than this, to 
their deſign of altering the Government, and ſubverting Religion, they animated 
thoſe waſpiſh and impolitick Ecciefiaſticks, not only to purſue the Reitoration of 
all thoſe things which had given rife and occafion to former Difſentions and Perſecu- 
tions, but to lay new frares for alienating many perſons of unſpotted lives and tender 
conſciences from the Church, and of rendring them obnoxious to ſuffer in their 
Names, _ Cs —_ jon was it ger jp meg 
Brother, to old Epi Clergy prepared through principles of revenge, as 
well as from love of crnition, ambition, and covetouſneſs to fall in with the de- 


fipn not only of increafing Diviſions among Proteſtants, 
no Paſtoral Function narrower bro fun conformit 


w the penalties to which they foreſaw that people would become liable, were 
ven ne memes or} mae and thew Sufferings made more mercileſs, 
Robo bee Majeſty had by = Declaration dated at Breds, promiſed Indulgence 
For is late Majeſty a 10n at Breda, iſed I 
to all Proteſtants that would live peaceably under the Civil Government ; yet it was 
never in his thoughts to perform it, and the previous obligations which he was under 
to the Church of. Rome, tad a vertue to ſupercede and cancel his Engagements to 
Engliſh Hereticks. And all he intended by that Declaration was only to wheedle and: 
Iy IS CT CN ms tho Penny whom a 
zaloufGe of being afterwards perf: for ther Confciences, might have awa- 
-to withſtand and diſpute it. And to give him has due, he never j 
himſelf longer bound to the obſervation of Promiſes anct Oaths made to his People, 
than until. without hazard to his Perforr and Government he could violate and break 


thera. Accordingly he was no ſooner feated m the Throne of his Anceſtors, and 
thoſe whom he h:d been e of reſiſtance and datturbance from, put out of 
any he thought 


and Faith of a Prince 


capacity and condition of attemprmg 
hunſelf diſcharged from every thing, that the ny 
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h:d been pledged and laid to ſtake for in that Declaration, and from that diy for- 
ward acted in dire&t oppoſition to all the parts and branches of it. For having ſoon 
a'ter his return obtained a Parliament moulded and adapted both to his Arbitrary and 
Papiſh Ends, he immediately ſet all his Inftruments at work for the procuring ſuch 
Laws to be enacted, as might dwide and weaken Proteſtants, and thereby make us 
not only the more eaſie a Prey to the Papiſts, but aftord them an advantage through 
our Scufes, of undermining our Religion with the leſs notice and obſervation. How 
fi1h perſons came to be choſen and to conſtitute the majority of the Houſe of Com- 
mos, who by their aCtings have made them(: Ives infamous and execrable to all ages, 
were 4 matter too large to penetrate at preſent into the reaſons of : but that which my 
Theme conducts me to obſerve, is, that as they ſacrificed the Treaſure of the Nation 
to the profuſeneſs and prodigality of the Prince, and our Rights and Liberties to his 
Ambition and arbitrary Will, ſo they both reintroduced and eſtabliſhed thoſe things 
which have been a means of dividing us, and by many ſevere and repeated Laws, 
they ſubjected a great number of induſtrious Engliſh Men and true Proteſtants, to 
Fxcommunications, Impriſonments, rigorous and multiplied Fines, and all this for 
matters only relating to their Conſciences, and for their Obedience to God irſ the Or- 
dinances of his Worſhip and Houſe, And notwithſtanding the tate Kings often pre- 
terded compaſſions to the Fanaticks, it will be hard to diſcern them, unleſs in ef- 
tes which proceed from very different and oppoſite principles. The diſtance which 
hekept them from his Perſon and favor; the influencing theſe members of both 
Houſes that depended upon him, to be the Authors and Promoters of Severitics 
againſt them ; the enjoyning fo often the Judges and Juſtices of Peace to execute the 
Laws upon them in their utmoſt Rigor ; the inſtigating the Bi and Eccleſiaſtical 
Courts, if at any time they relented in their proſecutions, to purſue them with freſh 
Citations and Cenſures ; the arraigning them not only upon the Statutes made in- 
tentionally againſt Difſenters, but upon thoſe that were originally and ſolely enaCted 
againſt the Papiſts ; theſe and other procedures of that nature are the only proofs 
and evidences which we can find, of the late Kings Bowels, Pity, and Tendernels to the 
Fanaticks. And whereas the weak Church-Men were impoſed upon to fbelieve, 
that all the Severity againſt the Nonconformiſts, was the Fruit of his Zeal for 
the Proteſtant Religion, and for the Security of the Worſhip and Diſcipline 
eſtabliſhed by Law ; they might have caſily diſcovered, if paſſion, prejudice, wealth 
and honor, had not blinded them, that all this was calculated for ends perfetlyde- 
fiructive to the Church, and inconſiſtent with the ſafety and happineſs of all Pro- 
teitants. For as his ſecking oftner than once to have wriggled himſelf into a 
power of ſuperceding and diſpenſing with thoſe Laws, and fuſpending their 
Execution, plainly ſhews that he never intended the ſupport and preſervation of 
the Church hy them ; ſo his non-execution of the Laws againſt Papiſts, his con- 
raving at their encreaſe ; his perſuading thoſe neareſt unto to reconcile them- 
ſelves to the Sea of Rome, as he did among others the late Duke of Monmouth ; his 
countenancing the Roman Catholicks in their open and intolerable Inſolencies, and 
his advancing them to the moſt gainful andimportant Places and Truſts, ſufficiently de- 
clare that he never had any loveto Proteſtants, or care of the Reformed Religion ; but 
that all his deſigns were of a contrary tendency, and his faireſt pretences for the pro- 
tetion and grandeur of the Church of Eng/and adapted to other ends. Thus the Royal 
Brothers having obtained ſuch Laws to be enacted whereby one party of Proteſtants 
was armed with means of opprefling and perſecuting all others, neither the neceſſity of 
their affairs at any time 1ince, nor the application and interpoſure of ſeveral Parlia. 
ments for removing 'the grounds of our Differences and Aningolities by an indul- 
| pan 
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to forego the advantage they had of keeping us in mutual eami 
— their projection of ſup;/)lanting our religion, of reetabliſhing th 
Faich,& Worthip of the Church bf Rome.Hereupon the laſt King not only retuled to 
conſent to ſuch Bulls as diverſe late Parliaments had prepared for indulging Diſſenters, 
& of bringing them into an union of Counſels,8& conjuntion of intereſt, with thoſe 6f 
the Church of England,for reſiſting the conſpiracies of the $52 agaiaſt o.r legal 
or ſuſpending the exe- 
cution of the penal Laws a Fanaticks,which was offered & preſented unto 
by that very Parliament which had framed & enacted thoſe cruel & villanous Laws. 
And as the Royal Brothers have made it their conſtant buſineſs to Cheriſha divi- 
fion & rancour cages and to provoke one party to perſecute & ruine an 
other, ſo nothing could more naturally fall in with the deſign of Arbitrarineſs, or 
be more ſubſervient to the betraying the Nation to Papal Idolatry & Juriſdiction. For 
ſevere penal Laws againſt a conſiderable Body of the people, do either expoſe them 
againſt whom they are enacted, to be deſtroyed by the Prince with whom the execu- 
—_—_— of the Law is truſted and depoſited, or they prove a temptation to ſuch as 
are xious, of refigning themſelves in ſuch a manner to the will and pleaſure of the 
Monarch, for the obtaining his connivency at their violation of the Laws, as is unſafe 
and dangerous for the common liberty, ard good of the Kingdom. For in caſe the Su- 
pream Magiſtrate purſue an intereſt diſtin trom and deſtruQtive to that of his peo- 
ple, they who the Law hath made liable to be oppreſſed, are brought under induce- 
ments of becoming ſo many Partiſans for aberting him in his Sengnen, in hopes of be- 
ing therenp6e protected from the penal Statures, the execution whereof is committed 
to him.. And as it is not agreeable to the wiſdom & prudence which ought to be a- 
mong men, nor to the mercy & compaſſion which ſhould be among Chriſtians, for 
one party to ſurrender an other into the hands & power of the Soveraign to be im- 
povcriſhed & ruined by him at his pleaſure, eſpecially when thoſe whom they give 
up to be thus treated & exccraines, are at agreement with them in all the Eſſentials 
ot Religion, equally zcalous as themſelves for the Liberties of their Count: y,E: who 
tor ſobriety in their lives, induſtry in their callings, & uſcfulceſs in the Common- 
wealth, are inferior to none of their Fellow Subjc&s : ſo it is obvious to any who 
give themſelves leave to think, that the King would long ere this have been ſtated 
in the abſol..teneſs that is aſpired after, & both Church and State reduced to ly at the 
diſcretion of the Monarch, provided the Nonconformiſts, for procuring his favour in 
non-execution of the Laws, had ſuffered themſelves to be prevailed upon, and drawn 
over to ſtand by and aſſiſt him in his Poptſh and Deſpotical Deſigns. 

- Bur thoſe people, tho hated and maligned by their Brethren, rather than he found 
aiding the King in his uſurpations over the Kingdom, have choſen to undergoe the ur- 
molt calamities they could be made ſubj:& unto, either through the execution of 
thoſe Laws which had been made againſt them, or —_ our Princes & their Mi- 
niſters wrecking their malice upon them in arbitrary and illegal methods. But what 
the Royal Brothers could not work the afflicted and perſecuted fide unto, they found 
the art to engage the other fide in, tho not only excepted from all obnoxiouſneſs to 
thoſe Laws, bur ſtrenthened & ſupported by them. For as ſoon as the Court begun to 
deſpaire of prevailing upon the Fanaticks, to become their Tools & Inſtruments of 
enſlaving the Nation, and of exalting the' Monarchy to a deſpotical abſolutencfs, 
they applyed to Some of the Church of -— whom by gratifying with a vi- 

gorous 
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condition wherein we now are. The Clergy bring ndvanced tograndure and _— 
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jaar. ing their leflon 8nd cue given from Whitehall and Se James,fell upon 
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animating the Civil Officers egainſt them. And under pretence of preſerving and de- 
fending the Church,they ve cho 

became not only Advecates but Inſtruments for the of C ions of their 
Charters, for impoſing Sheriffs Lo the City. of London who had not been legally 
eleEQed, and of finiryg ard puniſhing men Arbitrarily for- ne crime, fave the hevi 
afferted their own and the Nations Rights in modeſt and lawful ways. Poſterity wi 
hardly believe that ſo many of the l ſogreata number of members 
of rhe Church of England, ſhould from an enmity unto, and pretended jealoufie of 
the Panaticks,have 


become Tools under the Jate King for juſtifying the Diſſolution of 


ſo many Parliaments, the invaſion mede upon their priviledges, rhe ridiculing and 
fifling of the Popith plot, the ſhamming of forged ies upon 
the condemning ſeycral ro death for Tecaſon who be Tendred guilty by the 


Tranfpreſfion of no known L2w,and finally for advancing'a Gentleman rothe:Thuone, 
who had been in 2 con jure x ſt Religion-and the tegal Government,and 
whom three ſeveral Parliaments would have excluded frem the Right of Suc- 


ceon. And being ſeduced intodn eff eouſal of the Intereſts of the Court againſt Re- 


ligion,Parliaments,and the Nation, it 1s doleful to conſider what DoGtrines both from. 
<tr prefs,were —_ belched forth and divulged.Such 2s Monarchy's being . 


a Government by divine Right ; that it is in the Princes powerto Rule as he pleefech ; 


that it is a grace and ention inthe King to-give an account of what he does;that. 


for PaMiaments to direct or regulate the Succeſſion borders upon Treaſon, and is-an of- 
fence againſt the Law of Nature;and thet = En ſubje&s incaſe the King 


corrupting , 
ſciences of men wirh rhoſe peſtilent erd laviſh Norions,they betrayed the Nation both- 


to the miſchiefs which have already overtaken us,& tro what further we are yer threat- 
ned with. Ner did theſe DeCtrines tend rweer)y ro the fettering & enfeebling the Spiries 
or men, but they were a temptation to the j Brothers to put in execution what 
they had been ſo long contriving and travelling with,and werea kind of reprimandin 


them for being ignorant of their own Right and power, and for not exerting it with , 


that vigour and expedition which they might. 1 do ac that there were many 
both of the ſacred order,and of the laick Cemmunien of rhe Church of England,who 
were far from being infefed with thoſe bruriſh ſenthments and opinions, -and who 
were as 22alous as any for having the Monarchy kept within itsarcient limits; Parlia- 


ments maintained in their wonted Revererce and Authority ; the ſubje&s preſerved in. 


the enjayment of their immemorial priviledges ; and who were far from — 
our Religion and Laws to Pepery &- Arbitrarinefs,ard from lulling us ivto-a ramen 
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ſelves to the Communien of that Church, where how many gag unportant ſoever 

their differences þc one with an other, yet they do not break forth jnto thofe Hames 
-of excommynicating and perſecuting each other; that aprs have done, How have ſome 
among, us through having their ſpirits fretted and exaſperated by the craft and cun- 
ping of our Enemies, not oaly leaded and ſtigmatiſed theis Bretheren ond Forlow Pre- 
eeſtznts with crimes and Names, which were they true and deſerved, would juſt! 
render us « loathing and an abomination to mankind, but have libelled and whe. . 
theſe whom Goa 263 honored to be inſtruments of the Reformation, with appella- 
tions and ehar fit 26 heget a deteftation of their Dotrine, as well as their Me- 
mory. The worſt that rhe Papilts have forged and vomited a agaiaſt Luther.Zwin- 
glius, Calvin &c. hath been raked up and repeated to the diſparagmene of the Rong oo. 


mation, indon the Coney he minds of weak men It, as the 

and Priefts have im ng the md ard a dvarkr the fed « Jeu brreels 
from the Church 3nd to a working ther over to a Eactien of with 
he Church of Rp fo the Court hath there by had an i of their Faction 


Religion aud Liberties, ;098 ve beeg iaabled © mufter Troops 
of Jani is for ol PRical and unlimited claim. 


B z Nor 


(rn) 
Nor have our Diviſions with the heats, animoſtties, revilings, & ions thae 
have enſued thereupon, pm fd. Fanta of ral from our 


Religion, and of if & force 
of the deba Io & 


have brought ſo many both to an indifferency 


thing could be objefed except their being too preciſe and conſcientious in avoidin 
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& dread of ap ring profane & wicked removed and baniſhed, & ſuch who took the 
meaſures of Chiſtianity from the panes of thoſe that were ſhled Chriſtians, rather 
than from the immaculate and holy Scriptures, tempted to think all Religion a juggle, 
& prieſthood bur an artifice & craft to compaſs honor & wealth. And tho nothing but 
a ſhortneſs of underſtanding, and an immoderate love to their luſts, could occaſion 
the drawing ſuch a concluſion from foregoing premiſles, yet I muſt needs _ that 
there was too juſt ground adminiſtr'd to them of ſaying that many did not believe that 
themſelves, the Faith whereof they recommended to others. But that which I would 
more particularly obſerve,is,that it is from 2mong thoſe who by the foregoing occaſicn 
have been tempred to debauchery8 irreligion,that th? Romiſh Emiſſaries have made 
the harveſt of proſelytes & converts to the Church of Rome. For as they who fear 
got God, will be cafily brought to imitate Cxſar,& ſuch who are of no —_—_— 
n 
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in ſubſerviency to ſecular ends afſume the mask and profeſſion of any ; ſo Popery is 
extreamly adapted to the wiſhes and defires of wicked and profane men, in that it 
provides for their living as enormouſly as they pleaſe kere,8& flatters them with hopes 
& aſſurances of bleſſedneſs hereatrer. The who can be alcertained of going to Hea- 
n—_— the confeding their fins to a Prieſt, and their receiving Abſolution, the En- 
chariſt and Extreme Un&tion, need not look after Repentance toward God, Conver- 
ſion to holineſs, nor a life, of Faith, Love, Mortification, and Obedience, which 
the Proteſtant Religion, upon the Authority of the Goſpel obligeth them unto, in or- 
der to the obtaining of eternal happineſs. And as the late Apoſtates to Popery in 
Englang, are chiefly ſuch who were Notorious for looſneſs, prophaneſs and .immo- 
rality,and were the ſcandal of our Religion while they p: ofeſſed it, and while in our 
Church were not properly of it,ſo it is trom among men of this ſtamp & charadter that 
his late Majeſty and the preſert King have found perſons aſliſting and ſubſervient to 
their Deſpotical and Arbitrary defigns.For whoſoever takes a ſurvey of the Court Fa- 
Qtion,& cor fidereth who have been the Advecates for encroachments upon our Liber- 
ties,and abetters of uſurpation over our Right,they will find them to have been prin- 
cipally the profligate and debauched among the Nobility and Gentry,the Mercerary, 
ignorant & ſcandalous among the Clergy, the offscouring and ſuch as are an ignomiry 
to humane Nature among the yeomanry and peſants. And it was in order to this vil 
lanous End, that the Royal Brothers haye endeavoured (© induſtriouſly to debauch 
the Nation,& have made ſerſuality & profanenels the qualificatiors for preferment.& 
the badges of Loyalty. And it among thoſe that appear for the preſervation of the 
Liberties of their Country, there be any that deſerve to be ſtiled Enemies to Religion 
and vertus, as I dare firm that they owe their immoralitics to Court Educatton, 
Converſe & Example, ſo I hope that though they have rot hitherto been all of them 
ſohappy as to have left their vices where they learned them, yet that they will noe 
conrinue to diſparage the good cauſe which they have eſpouſed with an unſuitable 
life,nor give their Adverſarics reaſon to ſay,that while they pretend to ſeek the Refor- * 
maationÞf the State,they 2re both the deriders of ſobriety & virtue, without which 
no Conſtitution can long ſubſiſt, & guilty of ſuch hor: id Ocths,Curſing, imprecations, 
blaſphemies and uncl-anefles, which naturally as well as morally and meritouſly Cif- 
poſe Nations to ſubyerſion and Extirpation. 

Finally being through the birter eftefts which have enſued upcn our Diviſions,rade 
axrprehenſive & jealous one of another, ithath ficm therce come to paſs, that while 
the care of the Conformiſts hath been to watch againſt th? grouth of the Diſſenters,& 
the ſolicitude of the Nonconformiſts hath been how to prevert the rafe of theBigotted 
Church men,the Papiſts in the mean time withcuc being headed or obſerv'd have both 
incredibly multiplied, & made conſiderable advances in their deſigns of ruining us, 
For whenſoever the Court was to take a ſignal ſtep towards Popery 8 Arbitrary pow- 
er,there was a clamor raiſed of ſome menacing boldneſs of the Fanaticks. And if the 
Nation grew at any time alarm'd,by reaſon of the favor ſhewn to Roman Catholicks, 
8 of ſome viſible progreſs made towzrds the Kings becomirg Deſpotical, all was im- 
mediatly huſht with a ſhout and cry of the Government ard Churches beirg in emi- 
nent hazard from the Diſſenters. Yea whenſoever the Papiſts 8& their Royal Patrens 
ſtood deteRted of having been conſpiring againſt our Religion & Civil Liberties, all 
was diverted & ſtifled by putting the Kingdom upon a falle ſcent, ard by heounding 
out their Beagles upon the.Nonconformiſts. So that the eyes & mirds of Proteſtants 


being employed in refepence to what was to be apprehended & feared from one _ 
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cafe fuch a plot had obtained the _ — and coofe- 


quence required, would have been eafily granted, being the rational expedient for 
the tion of the eſtabliſhed Religion and the Government. Nor did our 
Enemies queſtion bur that having enflamed our Divifons and raiſed our Animofties 
to ſo preart 2 height, rather than the one party would lay aſide their ſeverities, and the 
other ter fall cher reſentments,we would even be contented nes their mercy,and 


ſacrifice their ſpleen and paſſ abandon their particular Quarrels for the intercſt 
and ſafety of the whole,would be inclined to mpcbets P nt Religion and En- 
gliſh Liberties,to the hazards wherzwith they are apparently threarned, and co ſuffer 
all extrzmiries,meerly to have the ſatisfaftion of ſeeing thoke whom | = boy 
hate, involved wich them under the fame miſeries. But as this is a degree of 
madneſs and infatuation, as can Jounes from aothing but bruciſh roge, and argues 
no lefs rhan.a Divine Nemeſis ; fo 1 hope they are but few that ſtand infeted with 
theſe paſſionate ſentiments and inclinations, and remain thus hardned in their mutual 
prejudices. And to thoſe I have nothing to ſay, nor the leaſt advice to adminiſter,bue 
thall leave them to their own follies, as perſons to whoſe convithon noDiſcourſe 
tho never ſo rational can be adapted, and whem only ſtripes caa work upon. 

'Tis to ſuch therefore 35 are capable of hearkning to R who are ready to em- 
brace any Counſel that ſhall be tound adjuſted ro the Common Intereſt, chat lam to 
addreſs whatremains to be repreſented and ſaid inthe following leaves.For all parties 
cf Proteſtants having ſeen, how far our Enemies have im our diviſions and ran- 
cours to the compaſiing their wicked and ambitious d and the robbing us of all, 
thar good & generous men account valuable,they ate at laft convinced of the neceſſiry 
we are reduced unto,of altcring the meaſures of our afting rowards one another, and 
both of laying afide our perſecutions, and of exchanging our wranglings among our 
ſ-|ves,'nto a joint contending fr the Faith of the Goſpel,& the Rights of the Nation. 
For what the Gentleman now in the Throne intends and aims at,is not any longer mat- 
ter of meer ſuſpicion & jealouſic,but of demonſtrable evidence & anqueſtionadle cer- 
rainry. His mask & viror of zeal for the preſervation of the Church of England,znd 
of render regard for the Laws of the Land are laid by & put off,and his reſolutions of 
Governing arbit:arily,& of introd = Popery,are become obvious to all men whom 
Reaſon and ſenſe have not forieken & left. The Papiſts whom it was thought much a 
while ago to ſee connived at in the exerciſe of their Worſhip in private Houſes, are 
allowed now to practice their" Idolatry openly in our chief Towns,and in the Metro- 
politanCiry of the neighboring Kingdom to uſurp the publick Churches & Cathedrals. 
Thoſe Catholick Gentlemen whom heretofore it was matter of ſurpriſe, to ſee coun- 
tenanced with the private favor of the Prince,are now advanced to the ſupream Com- 
mands in the Army,& the principal Truſt in Civil affairs. The Recuſane Lords whoſe 
enlargement out of the Tower.,we could not but look upon as an unpreſidented viola- 
tio: both of Laws of the Land & of the Rights 8 jurildiftion of Parliement, being 

come 
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committed <hirher by the Authoricy of che Houſe of Lords upon a & lmpeach- 
ment of high Treaſon by the Commons of England in Parliament al: are now 
honored to be members of the privy Council, and exalted to be chief Miniſters af 
Seate. They whomthe Scatures of the Realm make ſubjeRt tothe ſevereſt penalties far 
Apofſtacy to Rome, are not only protected fromthe edge of the Law, but maintained 
Re ChRbed roman apinſ}-Dagare bur eee ngaly eeprimantad, Demers, & 
only inhibiced to inft Pepery,. but are 1 y reprimanded, 1 
ſulpended,for ing that duty,which their Conſciences, Offices, Oaths, and the 
Laws of the Kingdom oblige them unto. And ſuch whom neither the Eccleſiaſtical nor 
Weſtminſter Courts,can arraign & proceed againit, we have a new Court of Inquy/tticn 
ece:d for theadjudging & puniſhingof them. So that it is not the Fanaticks who 
are the only perſons to be ſtuck at and ruined, but the Conformiſts are to be treated 
afrer the ame manaer, and to ſhare in the common lot whereunto all honeſt & ſincere 
Proteſtancs are deſtined & . Even they who were the datlings of Whitehall 
& Ss. James's, & 1 with Honors and Titles for betraying the Rights and 
Priviledges of Corporations, perſecuting Diſſenters,& heading Addrefles, wherein Paz- 
liaments were zeproached,the Courſe of Juſtice againſt Popiſh Offenders was ſlander- 
ed,the illegal & arbitrary procedures of the Court a ed and juſtified, & all that 
were zealous for our Laws and Liberties ſtigmarifſed with the names of Villains and 
Traitors, are now themlielves, for but diſcouraging Popith Aﬀemblies & atrempring 
to-put the Laws in cxecutien againſt Priefts who had publickly celebrated Maſs, no: 
cheokr and rebuked, but puniſhed wich ſeiſure and im ment. Nor are our 
Religion and Civil Liberties meerly ſupplanted and undermined by  —— glo(- 
fed over with the varniſh of judicial Forms, but they are aſlaulted 8 battered in the 
face of the San, without ſo much as a palliation to give their procedures a plavfible fi- 
Fn y—— King being brought to a deſpair of managing the Parliament to his bare- 
of Popery & Arbitrarineſs, & of prevailing with- them toeſtabliſh, 
Tyranny & Idolatry by Law,notwithſtanding their having been as induſtriouſly packe 
& choſen to anſwer ſuch a a5 art,bribery & Authority could reach, & notwirh- 
ſta their having been uiousn their firſtSeſlion to-an excefs that hath prove 
ed to themſelves & the Nation,he ſeems reſolvd not to allow them to meet ariv 
more, .but to ſer op la mode de France, and to have his perſonal Commands, ſeconeed 
with the aſſent of his darente bexeplacite 3 to be acknowledged and obeyed for 
Laws. $6that they who were formerly into-a good opinion of him, are not 
RR provoked to warm reſenements for having had their credulity & 
ea of-belief fo grofly abuſed. And 2s the converting ſo vaſt a number of well 
meaning but wotully deluded ie, who had ſuffered themſelves to be hoodwinked 
and fatally hurried to betray their Religion, Country, & Poſterity, to the Ambition 
& Popiſh B of the Court, was becoming the Compaſiion, Mercy and 
Wiſdom of God; fo the methods & means whereby they are come to be enlightned & 
proſelytedare a fignal vindication of the Sapience & Righteouſneſs of Ged in all theſe 
tremendous ſteps ef his-providence, by which our Enemies have been emboldned to 
detect & diſcover themſelves. Far tho their continuing fo long to nave agood opinion 
of the preſent King,and their aberting him ſo far inthe undermining our Religion and 
invading our Liberties, may ſeem to have proceeded not ſo much from their ignorance 
zs from their obſticacy S& malice ; yet God who penetrates int» the hearts of men,m:7- 
nave diſcovered ſome of ſincerity in their pretenſions & carriages.tho accom- 
panicd with agreat dealof folly &.unmagplinefs. Nor-aze.the Lords ways like to ovie, 
'0 
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to give perſons over us unteachable and irreclaimable, upon their withſtanding every 
meaſure of light, and the reſiſting even thoſe means which were ſufficient and proper 
for their conviction ; but he will try them by new and extraordinary methods, & ſee 
whether feeling & doleful experience m2y not convert thoſe,upon whom arguments 
and moral evideace could make no impreſſions. And their being 2mong thoſe for- 
merly miſled and deladed Proteſtants, many who retained a love for their Country, a 
care for their poſterity, and 2 zeal for the Goſpel and Reformed Religion, even when 
their ations imported the contrary,& ſeem'd ro betray them ; the ſingling and weed- 
ing out ſuch from among the Court Faction & party, is a compenſation both for the 
dc teatment of all endeavours for thu prevention of the evils that have overtaken us,& 
for the difſtreſles & calzmi:i:zs under which we do at preſent lye & groan. And if there 
be joy in Heaven uron the converſion of 2 Sinner, with that thankfulneſs to God, 8& 
joy in the mſelves,ſhould they who have ſo many ycars wreſtled againſt the encreach- 
ments of Popery & Atbitrarineſs, & who have deeply ſuffered in their Names, Per- 
ſons and Eſtates upon that account, welcome & embrace their once erring & miſled 
but now enliphtred, reclaimed ar) converted Prethren. And inſtead of remembring 
or upbraiding th:m with the oppoſition and rancour. which they expreſſed againſt our 
perſons, principles, & ways, Jet there be no language heard from us, but what may 
declare the-joy we have in cur ſelves for their converſion, and the entire truſt & con- 
Kdence which we put in them. For tho as to many things which might have been hin- 
dred, had they not been lulled into deep deluſions, they may ſcem born out of due 
time,yet there is ſeaſon enough I:fr both for giving obſtruftion to what we are farther 
threatned with,& for recovering our of the jaws of the Enemy what he thinks he hath 
wretiievably ſwallowed and devoured. 

The firlt duty incumbent therefore upon Diſſenters towards thoſe of the Church of 
England, is to believe that notwithſtanding there having been many of them (o long 
Advocates & Partizans for the Court through ignorance of what was aimcd at & ir- 
tendca,they are nevertheleſs as really concerned 3s any others, 2nd as truly zealous 
for the preſervation the Proteſtant Religion, & for maintaining the legal Rights & 
Liberti-'s of the $ubjct,& when occaſion ſhall offer will approve themlelves accord- 
in2'y. *Tis 2 ridiculous as well as a miſchievous fancie, for one party to conhne all 
Rel:gion only to themſelves, or to circumicribe all the ancient Engliſh ardor for the 
commen Rights cf the Nation to ſuch as are of their particular Fellowſhip 8& perſuaſt- 
on, there being fincere Chtiſtians, & erue Engliſhmen zmon4 thoſe of ail judgments, 
& ſocieties of Proteſtants, & 2mong none more than thoſe of the Communion of the 
Chu:ch of England. It were the height of wickedneſs as w +31 -5 che moſt prodigious 
folly, to imagine that the Conformil's have abandoned 211 ficlity ro God, & caſt off 
all care of themſelves and their Country, upon a miſtak:e1» indgment of being Loyal 
& obedient tothe King, They know es welkas any,that t: giving to Ceſar the things 
that are Ceſare, 1aysthem under yo obligation of ſurrendrin* unto Þ;m thc things thar 
are Gods,nor of facrificirg uato the will of the Soveraign the privileges rcf:rved unto 
the pzople by rhe Fuedammental Rules of the Conſtiturion, 57d by ths Srorures of the 
Realm. Ard they underſtand as well as others, thit ihe Laws of the Land are the 
only meaſores of the Princes Authority and of the Sibjc&s F-alty, and where th:y 
pive him no Ki2ht to command,the'y Izy them uager no tyeto obey, And tho here 
& t!.-7e a Dill nc have written 285inſt Popery with, good fnccels, yer they have 
been mcſt'y conformable Divines who have triump1.,co over it in elaborate Diſcour- 
ts, and who have beaten the Romiſh Scriblers off the S;2ge. Nor can it be _ 
that 
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that they who have ſo accurately related and vindicated the Hiſtory, and aſſerted an 
deſended the Do&rine of the Reformation, ſhould either ramely relinquiſh, or b* 
wanting in all due and ways to uphold and mainrain ir. And tho one or ewo 
Fa have with ſtrength and applauſe brandiſhed their pens againſt 
Arbitrarineſs and in dere&ing the Deſigns of the Royal Brothers, yer they who have 
generally and with greateſt honor appeared for our Laws and Legal Government a- 
gaioft the Invaſions and Uſurparions of the Court, have been Theologues and Gentle- 
men of the Church of Ezgland. Nor in caſe of further atremprs for alcering the 
Conſtitution and enſlaving the Nation, will they ſhew themſelves unworthy the 
having deſcended from Anceſtors, whoſe Morro in the high places of the Field was 
Nolumus legts Anglie mutari. They who have fo often juſtified the Arms of the #- 
xited Netherlands againſt their Rightful Princes the Kings of Spaiz, and ſo unan. 
ſwerably vindicated their caſting off Obedience to ghoſe Monarchs, when they had 
invaded their Priviled and atrempred to eſtabliſh the 71quiſition over them, 
cannot be ignorant what their own Right and Duty is in behalf of the Proteſtant 
Religion and Engliſh Liberties ; for the ſecurity whereof, we have not only ſo ma- 
ny Laws, but the Coronatiin Oaths and Stipulations of our Kings. And thoſe 
Gentlemen of the Church of England, who appeared ſo vigorouſly in three Parliz. 
menrs for excluding the Duke of York, from the Succeſſhon to the Crown, by reaſon 
of a jealouſie of what, through being a Papiſt, he would atrempe againſt our Reli- 
gion and Priviledges, in caſe he were ſuffered to aſcend the Thronez cannor be 
now to ſeek what beeomes them towards him, tho aQually Regnant, having ſcen 
and felt whit before they only apprehended and feared, For if the Law that en- 
ralleth the Succefſion upon the next of Rin, and obligeth rhe Subjetts ro admit and 
receive him, not only may but ought to be diſpenſed with, in caſe the Heir, through 
having imhib'd Principles which threaten the ſafety, and are inconſiſtent wich the 
happineſs of the People, hath made himſelf incapable to inherit; we know by a 
ſhort Ratiocination how far we ſtand bound to a Prince on the Throne, who by 
tranſgrefing againſt the Laws of the Conſtitution, hath abdicated himſelf from the 
Government, and ſtands virtually depoſed. For whoſoever ſhall ofter\to Rule arh1- 
trarily, does immediately ceaſe to be King de jure, ſeeing by the Fundamental, 
Common and Stature Laws of the Realm, we know none for Supream Magiſtrate 
and Governor, bur a limired Prince, and one who ſtands circumſcribed and 
bounded In his Power and Prerogarive, And ſhould the Diflenters entertain a belief 
that the Conformilts are leſs concerned and zealous than themſelves for the Prote-. 

ſianc Religion and Laws of the Kingdom, they would nor only fin and offend a- 
inſt the Rules of Chariry, bur againſt the meaſures of Juſtice, and daily Evi- 
nces from matrers of Fat, For neither they nor we owe our Converſion ro God, 
and our praRical holineſs ro the Opinjons about Diſcipline, Forms of Worſhip, 
and Ceremontes, wherein we differ, but to the Dofrines of Faith and Chriſtian 
Obedience, wherein we agree. *Tis not their being for a Liturgy, a Surprize, or 
a Biſhop, that hath heretofore influenced them to ſubſerve the Court in Deſigns 
rending to Abſolureneſs, but they were ſeduced unto it upon Motives whereof they 
are now aſhamed, and the ridiculouſneſs and folly of which they have ar laſt diſ- 
covered. Nor is the multitude of profligate and ſcandalous perſons with which 
the Church of England is crowded, any juſt impeachment of the puriry of her Do- 
&rine io the Virals and Eſſentials of Religion, or of the Virrue and Piety of many 
of her Members, For as it is her being the only Sociery eſtabliſhed by Law t! at 
atcraRts choſe Vermin to her Boſom, fo 1t is her being reſtrained by Law ſrom de - 
barring them, that keeps them there to her reproach, and to the gricf of many 
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of many of her Ecclefiaſticls. Neither is it the fable of the Church of England, 
that the Agents and FaRors for T'opery ard Arbitrary Power, have choſen to paſs 
und:r the name of her Sons ; but it proceeds partly from their Malice, as hoping 
by that means to diſgrace her with all rue Engliſhmen, 2s well as with Diſſenters, 
ard partly from eheir Crafr, in order thereby the berrer ro conceal their Deſign, 
and to ſh:owd themſelves from rhe Ccnſure and Puniſhment, which had it vox 
reen lor that Maſk, they would have been expoſed urto, and ave vndergone. 
And 1 care ztfic+1, that b-£&es the Obligations from Religion, which the Conform- 
iſts are <qua.ly under with Difſenrers, for hindering che introduftion of Popery, 
ther: arc 1everal inducements from Im creft, which ſway themro prevenr irs eſtabliſh. 
mnt, vheremn the Fanaticks are but little concerned. For tho Popery would be 
alike :Pidtive ro the Conſciences of Proceſtants of all Perſwafions, yet they are 
Gen:!le7 cn and Miniſters of the Church of Ergland, whoſe Livings, Revenues, and 
P'rarcs 27e threatencd in © [< 1: come to h: eſtabliſhed. Nor wou'd the moſt Loyal 
ard Oblcqu ous Levites, provided they reſolve to continue Proreftan's, be willing 
tha: rh: ir Pa: fonages and Tacumbencics, to which they have no leſs Righr by Law, 
thin the King hath ro the Exciſe and Cuſtoms, ſhould Le raken from them and 
beſiou.cd upen Romiſh Friefts, by an A of Diſporical Power, and of unlimired 
Prerogative, And for the Genri: men, as T rhink ſew of rhem would hold them- 
ſclves obliged ro part with their VPuiſes to High-way Padders, tough ſuch ſhould 
have a 1artent from the King to rob whomſoever they encountred upon the 
Read; fo there will cot be many inclined to ſuffer hk Mannors- and Abbey- 
L:n47, to v.lhach they have © good a Title, to be raviſhed from them either by 
Monks or Janizaries, tho authorized thereunto by the Prince's Commiſſion, E- 
ven they who had formerly ſuffcred themſelves to be ſeduced ro prove in a man- 
ner Berrayers of the Rights and Religion of their Country, will now (being un- 
deceived ' nor only in conjun&ion with orhers withſtand the Court in its proſe- 
cuticon of Popiſh and Arbirrary Deſigns , bur through a generous exaſperarion 
for having been deluded and abuſed, will judg themſelves obliged in vindication 
of their a&ings before, ro appear for the Proteſtane Religion and the Laws of 
England, with a Zeal <qual ro that wherewith they contribured to the undermin- 
ing and ſupplanring of them, For they are not only become more ſenſible than 

were of the Miſchiefs of Abſolute Government fo as for the future to prize 
and aſſert the Priviledges reſerved unto the by the Rules of the Conftitu- 
tion, and chalkt out for them In the Laws of the Land 3 but they have ſuch a- 
freſh view of Popery both in its Herefics, Blaſphemles, Superſtitions and” Idola- 
reies, and in the Treachery, Sanguinarineſs, Violence and Cruelty, which the Pa- 
pal Principles mould, influence, and oblige men =_ that they not only cnter- 
rain che greateſt Abhorrency and Dereſtation imaginable for ir, but ſecm reſolved 
not to cheriſh in their Boſom, a thing ſo abominable ro God, execrable ro good 
Men, and deſtrutive to Humane as well as to Chriſtian Socierics, 

Nor are the Diſſcnters merely to believe that the Conformiſts are equally zea. 
lous as themſelves for the Reformed Religion and Engliſh Rights, but they are to 
conſider them as the only great and united Body of Proteſtants in the Kingdom, 
with whom all other Partics —_— bear no conſiderable proportion. For tho 
the Nonconformiſts conſidered abſtratedly make a-yaſt number of honeſt and uſcful 


People, yer being laid in the Scale with thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion, they 
are but few and lie In a little room. And whoſoever will take the pains to ballance 
the one againſt the other, even where the Fanaticks make the greareſt Figure, and - 
may juſtly boaſt of their mulrkude, they will ſoon be conyinced that the number 
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of te other doth far tranſcend and exceed them, And it be in Cities and 
Corporations, where the greateſt Bulk of Diſlenters are, ir js much more (o in 
Country Pariſhes, where the latter bear not the _— of one to a hundred. 
Nor doth the Church of Exgland more exceed the other Parties in her numb-r, 
then ſhe doth in the Quality of her Members. For whereas they who make up and 
conſtirure the ſeparate Socieries, are chiefly perſons of the middle Rank and Cor- 
dition, tle Church of England doth 1n a manner vouch, and claim all the Perſons 
of Honor, of the Learned Profeſſions, and ſuch as have valuable Eftztcs, for her 
Communicants, And though the other ſort are as neceſſary in the Common- 
wealth, and conrribuce as much to its Strength, Proſperity, and Happineſs, -yee 
they make not that Figure in the Government, nor ftand in that capaci:y of ha- 
vicg influence upon publick Aﬀairs : for not only the Gentlemen of both: the Gowns, 
who by rcaſon of cheir Calling and Learning are beſt able ro defend our Religion 
and vindicate our Laws and Privileges wicl: their Tongues and Pens, but they whoſe 
Eſtates, Repuration, and Intereſt, recommendeth them to be ele&cd Members of 
the great Senate cf the Nation, as well as they who by reaſon of their Honors and 
Baronages are hereditary Legillators, are generally, if not all, of the Communion 
of the Church of Exgland : fo that they who conform to the eſtabliſhed Worſhip 
and Diſcipline, arc to be lok'd upon and acknowledged as the great Bulwark 
of the Proteſtant Religion in England, and the Hedge and Fence of our Civil Lier- 
ties and Rights. And though it be true that this great breach, made upon our Rcli- 
gion and Laws, is fallen out under their hand, while the poor Diflenters. had neither 
acceſſion to, nor were in a condition to prevent It; yet ſeeing their own Coaſci- 
ences do ſufficiently load and charge them for it with Shame and Ignominy, it 
were neicher candid, nor at this jun&ure ſcaſonable, ro upbraid it to them, or im- 
pr.ve it ro their diſhonor and reproach. For as they have ramely look'd on and con- 
vived till cur Religion and Liberties are fo far undermined and ſupplanted, fo ir is 
they alone who are in a condition of ſtemming r'1e Iaundatlon of Idolatry and Ty- 
ranny with which we are threatned, and of repairing our Breaches, and reducing 
the Prerogacive to its old Channe!, and miking opery ſneak and retreat into irs 
Holes and Corners again. And ſhould the Church of England be overthrown and 
devoured, what an cafie Prey would the Fanaricks be to the Komih Cormorants. 
And could the King, under the Condud of the 7eſuits, and with the aſſiſtance of 
his Nyrmidons, diftolve the eſtabliſhed Worſhip and as ws they of the Separa- 
tion would be in no capacity to ſupport the Reformed Religion, nor able to eſcape 
the common Ruine and Perſecution, *T1s therefore the inrereft as wel! as the du- 
ry of che Diſſenrers, ro help maintain and defend thoſe Walls, within the $skreen 
and ſhelrer whereof, their own Hurrs and Cotrages are built and ſtaad; and the ra- 
ther, ſeeing the Conformiſts are ar laft, tho to their own Religion's and the Narions 
expence, become (o far cnlighrned, as to ſee a necciliry of growiag more amica- 
ble rowards them, and if nor to enlarge the Terms of their Communion, yer ro grant 
an Indulgence to all Protefiants that differ from them. And az woough: to admire 
the Wiſdom of God in thoſe Providences, b, which Proteſtan:s are taught to 
lay aide their Animoſities, and to let fall their Perſecu:ions of on* anocher ; fo 
it would be a contradidtion both to the Principles and repeated Proteftations of Di(- 
ſenters, to aim at more than ſuch a Liberty as is conſiſtent with a N uBnal Eccle- 
fiaftick Eftabliſhmear. Yea ic were to proclaim themſelves both Villains and 
Hypocrires, not to allow their Fellow Proteſtants the exerciſe of their Judgments, 
with what farther Profits and Emoluments the Law will gran: th:m, provided 
themſelves may be diſcharged from all obaoxiouſneſs ro Penalties 2nd Cenſures up- 
on the account oftheir Conſclences, and be admired a free and publick nn c - 
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their own reſpeRive Modes of Diſcipline, and be ſuffered to Worſhip God in thoſe 
ways which they think he hath required of and enjoyned them, And were England 
immediate'y ro be rendered fo happy as to have a Proteſtant Prince aſcend the 
Throne, and to enjoy a Parliament ducky choſen, ard ating with freedom, no one 
Party of the Reformed Religion 2;nong vs, muſt ever expe to be eſtabliſhed and 
ſupported ro the denya! of Liberry ro others, much lefs tro be by Law empowered to 
rut2 and deſtroy them. Should ir pleaſe Almighty God, through denying Male 
Iſſue to the Kiug, to bring the Princeſs of Ny2»ge ro the Crown, tho the Church of 
En2/zn4 may in that caſe juſtly expe the being preſerved and upheld as the Na- 
tion! Eſtabliſhment, yer all o:her Proteſtants may very raticnally promiſe them. 
ſelves an Indulgence, and that not only from the mildneſs and compaſſhonare 
(weerneſs of her Temper, bur from the influence which the Prince her Kinband wi!l 
heve vpon her, who as he is deſcended from Anceſtors, whoſe glory it was to be 
the Redcemers of their Country from 1apal Perſecution and Spaniſh Tyranny, ſo 
his Education, Generofity, Wiſdow, and many Heroick V r:ues, diſpoſe him to 
embra e 211 Proreſtants with an cqual tenderneſs, and to erett his Intereſt upon the 
being the Hcad and Patron of ll that profeſs rhe Reformed Religiov. Hd the late 
Duke of Moxmeuth been vittorious againſt the Forces of the preſent King, and ina- 
bled to have wreſted the Sceprer our of his hand; rhoall | roreſtanrs might rhere- 
vpon have ey peed, and would certainly l:ave enjoyed an equal Freedom, withour 
the lyableacſs cf any Party to Penal Laws for matters of Religion, yet he would 
have heen careſul, and I have reaſcn to beiieve that it was his purpoſe, to have 
h:d the Church of Ergland preſcrved and mainrained, ard that ſhe ſhould have 
ſuffered no alteration bur what would have been ro her ſirengrh and glory, chrough 
an evlargement of the Terms of her Communicn, and what would have been to 
the praiſe of her Moderation and Charity, throvgh her being perſwaded to bear 
with ſuch as differed from her in little things, and could nor roun with 
themſelves to partake with her in all Ordinances. Upon the whole, it is both the 
prudence and ſafety of Diſlenters, as they vould eſcape Extirpation themſelves, 
and have Religion conveyed down to Poſterity, to unite their ſtrength and endea. 
vours to thoſe of the Church of England, for the upholding her againſt the Aſſaulrs 
of Popiſh Enemies, who purſue her Subverſion, As marters are now circumſtanc- 
ed and fared in Engiind, there is not an Aﬀront or Injury offered or done unto her 
by the Courr, which do not 2r the ſame time reach and wound the Fanatickr, "Tis 
nor her being for Epiſcopacy Cerimonies, and impoſed fer Forms of Worſhip, the 
things about which ſhe and the Nonconformiſts differ,that ſhe is maligned and ſtruck 
at by the \'an in power and his Popiſh Juno; bur ir is for being Proteſtant, Re- 
formed, and Orthodox, Crimes under the guilt whereof Diſſeprers are equally 
soncerned and involved. Being therefore in oppoſition to che common Caulec of 
Religion, that the late Court of Inquiſition is ereRted over her Ecclefiaſticks, all 
Proteſtants ought jointly to reſent rhe Wrongs which the ſuſtains, and nor only ro 
ſ{ympathiſe wich tHbſe Dignified and lower Clergy, which are called to ſuffer, but ro 
cſpouſe their Quarrel with the ſame warmth that we would our own, 

And as we are to look upon thoſe of the Epiſcopal Communion, to be the great 
Bulwark of gþ< Proteſtant Religion and Reformed Intereſt in England; (o ir is far- 
ther incumbent upon Difſenters towards them, and a duty which they owe to God, 
the Nation, and themſelves, not ro be acceſlary to any thing, through which the 
legal Eſtabliſhment of the Church of England, may by any AQ of pretended Regal 
Prerogative b2 weakned and ſupplanted, 1 am not counſelling the Fanaricks to re- 


ounce their Principles, nor to participate with the Prelarical Church in all Ordi- 
nances 
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naences on the Terms to which they have ſtrairned and narrowed their Communion. 
For while they remain unſatisfied of the lawfulneſs of choſe Terms and Conditions, 
they cannot do It without offending God and contrating guilt upon their Souls ; 
nor will they of the Church of England in Charity, Juſtice, and Honeſty, expeR Ir 
from them : for whoever any man + lieverh eobe + in, it is fo to him, and will 
by God be impurcd as ſuch, cill he be otherwiſe enlighrned and convinced ; nor are 
the Fanarkcks ro be follc and cru:l to themſelves, in order ro ve kind and friendly 
to them, Pur that which I vould advice them unto, is. that after rie maintaining 
the higheſt meaſure of {ove ro the con/ormable Congre g4'1ons as Churches of Chriſt, 
and the eſteeming their Members as Chriſtian Proceftaac Brethren, notwithſtanding 
the ſeveral things wherein they judge them to err and ro be» miſtaken, that they , 
would not by any A&R and TranſaQion of theirs, betray them inro.che Qeſporical * 
Power of this Popiſh King,nor dire&ly nor indireRtly acknowledge his being veſted 
with an Authority paramount unto, and ſuperceding the Laws, by which the Church 
of England is eltabliſhed in irs preſent form, order, and mode of Jurifdifion, Diſci- 
pline, and external Worſhip. Whartlſorver cate arriverh to the Diſſencers, r|:rough 
the King's ſuſpending the execution of the Penal Laws, wichour cheir Addreſs and 
Application, they may receive it with joy and humilicy in themſelves, and with 
thankfulneſs ro God ; nor is there hereby any prejudice offered on their part to 
the Authority of the Law, or offence or injury givea or done to the Conformabvic 
Clergy. Nor is it without grief and regret that the Chucrch-men are forced to be» 
hold the haraſſing, ſpoiling, and impriſonment of the Nonconform'ſts, while in the 
mean rime the Papiſts are ſuffered to aſlemble to the celevratioa of their Tdolatrous 
Worſhip without cenſure and controul, And were ic in their power to remedy ir, 
and give relief to their Proteſtant Brethren, they would with delight and readineſs 
embrace the occaſion and opportunity of doing ir. Burt alas ! inſtead of having an 
advantage pur into their hand, of contriburing to the relief ofthe Fanaticks, which 
I dare ſay many of them ardently wiſh and defire, chey are compelled, contrary 
to their Inclination as well as their Intereſt, to become inſtrumental in perſecuting 
and oppreſſing them, Nor does the King cover a better and a more legal Advantage 
y”>_ the Conformiſts, than that they would refuſe to purſue Diſſenters, and de- 
cline moleſting them with. Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures and Civil Puniſhments: ſo char 
their Condirion is to be piried and bewailed, in that they are hindred from A&in/z 
againſt the Papiſts, though both enjoined by Law, and influenced thereunto by 
morives of Selti-preſervarion, as well as by ties of Conſcience; while ja the mean 
time they are forced to proſecute their. Fellow Proteſtants, or elſe to be ſuſpend: d 
and depoſed, and pur out of their Offices and Employs. And though I do believe, 
that they would at laſt have more Peace in theml(clves, and be better accepted with 
God in the great day of cheir account, ſhould they refuſe ro diſturb and proſecute 
their Proteſtant Brethren, and ſcorn to be any longer Court Tools for weakning and 
undermining the Reformed Cauſe and [ntereſt ; yer I ſhall leave them to a& in 
this as they ſhall be perſuaded in themſelves, and as they ſhall judge moſt agree- 
able ro Principles of Wiidom and Conſcience. In the interim, the Fanaticks have 
all the reaſon in the World to believe, that the Proceedings of the Clergy and Mcm- 
bers of the Church of England art this ſeaſon and jun&ure againſt them, are nor the 
Reſults of their Ele&ion and Choice, bur the effe&s of moral compulſion and nece(- 
fity, Nor will any Diſſenter that is prudent and diſcreer, blame them for a mat- 
ter which they cannot help, but bear his misfortune and lot with patience in him- 
ſelf, and with compaſſhon and charity rowards them, and have his Indignation rai- 
ſed only againſt rhe Courr, which forceth them to be inſtrumental in their oppreſ- 
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fron and trouBle., And inſtead of being thereby provoked to petition the King to 
ſuſpend the execution of the Penal Laws, or that he would by #1 AR of his Prero- 
gative diſpenſe with their Meetings for religious Worſhip in defiance of them ; they 
ought to conſider that is what the Court alms ar, by commanding their conforma- 
ble Brethren to m-lcſt and purſue them, For a power paramount and tranſcendent 
to the Law is what the King is uſurping, and which he would ſain work his Subjc&s 
one way or another to acknowledge. The Fanaticks cannor be fo far void of ſenſe, 
as ro think that the perſon now in the Throne bears them any good will, but his 
drift is to ſcrew himſelf into a Supremacy and Abſolu:. nefs over the Law, and to ger 
ſuch an Authoriry confeſſed ro be veſted in him, as when he pleaſerh he may ſub- 
vert the eſtabliſhed Religion, and ſet up Popery : for by the ſame power that he 
can diſpenſe with the Penal © tatutes againſt the Noncorformiſis, he may alſo diſ- 
penſe with thoſe again!t the Raman Carholicks : and whoſoever ownerh thar he hath 
a Right to do the firſt, doch in effc& own that he hath a Right to do the laſt ; for 
if he be allowed a Power for the ſup:rceding ſome Laws made in reference to mat- 
rers of Religion, he may challenge the like Power for the ſuperceding others of the 
ſame kind : and then by the ſame Aurhority that he can ſuſpend the Laws againſt 
Popery, he may alſo ſuſpend thoſe for Proteſtancy : and by rhe ſame Pow:r that h+ 
can in defiance of Law Indulge the Papiſts the exerciſe of thzir Religion in Houſes, 
he may cftabliſh them in the publick celebration of their Idolatry in Churches and 
Cathedrals, Yea whereas the Laws that relate to Religion are cnaRted by n leſs 
Authority than thoſe that are made for the preſgrvation of our Civil Rights, ſhould 
the King be admirred to have an Arbitrary Power over the one, ir is very like thac 
by the Logick of 1hitchall he will challenge the ſame ab{>luteneſs over the other. 
Nor do I doubt bur that the eleven Fadges who have gratified him with a Deſport - 
caln:ſs over the former, will, when required, grant him the ſame over rhe latcer. 
#&gknow the | iſſenters are under no ſmall Temptations, both by reaſon of being 
hindred from enjoying the Ordinances of the Goſpel, and becauſe of many grie- 
vous Calamities which they daily ſuffer for th:ic Noncoaformity, of making Ap- 
licari>rs to the King for ſome relief, by his ſuſpendiag the execut.og of the Laws; 
ur they muſt give me leave to add, that they ought not, for the obraining of a 
lictle caſe, ro betray the Kingdom, and ſacrifice the legal Conſtitution of the Go- 
vernment to the Luſt and Pleaſure of a Popiſh Prince, whom nothing leſs will ſerve 
than being Abſolure and Deſporical, And were he oace in the quiet Poſſeſſion of 
an Authoricy to diſpenſe with the Penal Liws, che Fanaticks would not long enjoy 
the benefit of ir. Nor can they deny him a Power of reviving the execution of rhe 
Law, which. is part of the Truſt depoſited with him as ſupreme Magiſtrate, who 
have granted him a Power of ſuſpending the Laws, which the Rules of the Govern- 
ment preclude him from. And as he may, when(oever he pleaſeth, cauſe the Laws 
ro which they are obnoxious, to be ex-cured upon them, ſo by virtue of having 
an Authority acknowledged in him of ſuperceding che Caws, he may deprive them 
of the Liberty of meeting together to the number of Five, a Grace which the Par- 
liament rhought fir ro allow them, under all the other Severities ro which they were 
ſubjeRted. Nor needs there any further evidence that the Prince's challenging fuch 
a Power is an Uſurparion, and that che Subje&s making any Applicacion by which 
jr ſeems lowed ro him, is a betraying of the ancient Legal Government of the 
Kingdom ; than to corfider that the moſt obſequious and ſervike Parliament to the 
Court that ever England knew, not only denied this Prerogative to the late King, but 
made him renounce it by revoking his Declaration'of Indulgence, which he had 
emitred Anno 1672, And as it will be to the perpetual Honor of the Diſſenters 
ro 
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to have choſen rather to ſuffer the Severiries which the Laws make them liable unto 

than by any AR and TranſaRion of theirs, to undermine and weaken either the 
Church or the State; fo it will be a means both of endearing them to fature Parlia- 

ments, and of bringing them and the Conformiſts into an union of Counſels and 

endeavours againſt Popery and Tyranny, which js at this ſeaſon a thing ſo iadiſpen- 

ſably neceſſary for their common preſervation : eſpecially when, though a new and 
more chreatning Alliance and Confederacy with Fraxce tran that in 92, the King 
hath not only engaged to at by and obſerve the ſame meaſures towards Prote- 
fianrs In Erglani, which that Monarch hath vouchſafed the World a Pattern and 
Copy of in his carriage towards thoſe of the Reformed Religion in France; bur 
hath promiſed to diſturb the Peace and Repoſe of his Neighbors, and to com- 
mence a War in conjunRion with that Prince againſt Foreign Proteſtants, For as 
the Kings giving Liberty and Prote&ion to the Algerines to frequent his Havens, and 
ſell the Prizes which they take from te Dutch, is both a moſt Infamous Aion for 
a Prince pretending to be a Chriſtian, and a dire& violation of his Alliance with 
the States General ; ſo nothing can be more evident, than that he thereby ſeeks to 
render them the weaker for him to aſſault, and that he is reſolved (if ſome unfore- 
ſeen and extraordinary Providence doth not interpoſe and prevent) to declare 
War againſt chem the next Summer, in order whereunto great Remiſes of Mony 
are already ordered him from the French Court. $0 that the Indulgence which he 
pretends to be inclinable to afford the Diſſemers, is Nor an effe& of kindne's and 
god Will, but an A-tifice whereby to oblige their Aſſiſtance in deſtroying thoſe 
abroad of the ſame Religion with themſelves. Which if he can compaſs, it is 
ceafic to foreſee what Fate both the Fanaticks and they of the Communion of the 
Church of England are to expet. Who as they will not then know whither to 
retreat for ſhelter, ſo they will be deſticure of Comfort in themſelves, and depriv- 
ed of Piry from others, not only for having through thelr Diviſions made them- 
ſelves Prey to the Papiſts ar home, but for having been acceſſary to the rulne 
of a Reforftſed State abroad, and which was the Afilum and SanRuary of all thoſe 
that were elſewhere oppreſſed and perſecuted for Rellgion, 


FINIS. 


